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The main melody of the verse (up to 'The choirs sing... ') and the lyrics of the first
verse have been adapted from a 'Christmas Song of the South Staffordshire Colliers'
which was recorded in the Lucy Broadwood Manuscript Collection in 1904. The
tune and lyrics would have been sung around South Staffordshire in the 1800s, and
were sent to Lucy Broadwood by Dr James Culwick, who wrote:

" I have certainly not heard this for the past forty years. I have written it from memory of my
mother' s singing. She said when she learned it the recital lasted nearly an hour. There were
about ninety verses sung slowly by a man with a strong, rough and deep bass voice."

You can view the original manuscript in the Vaughan Williams Memorial Library at
Cecil Sharp House in London, on online:

https:/ / www.vwml.org/ record/ LEB/ 5/ 127

The refrain, harmonies, and additional verses have been added by Cat McGill to
celebrate Christmas in Leek 2023, as part of OUTSIDE Arts' Advent Doors project.
This carol will be performed for the first time on Christmas Eve, nearly 120 years
after it was first written down, by community choirs and singers from the local
area.

&
U

&
‹

U

? U

˙ œ ™ œ
J œ œ œ œ œ ™ œ

J
˙ œ œ w ™

œ ™ œ
j
˙ œ œ œ œ ˙ œ

j
œ ™ w ™

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ ˙ œ
j
œ ™ w ™

w ˙ w œ œ w ™

9


